
        
            
                
            
        

    
Prophets and Apostles Speak Today

 Best Way to Rescue Is to Strengthen Faith in Christ


Urging priesthood leaders to rescue those who have drifted away from activity in the Church, Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles said that "if we can only strengthen our members' faith in Jesus Christ, we will redeem them and strengthen them more than in any other way."

He said, "There is nothing that any one individual could do that would greater encourage attendance and activity and service and the keeping of covenants, and so on, than an increase of faith."

Elder Oaks offered this counsel during a multistake priesthood leadership conference held in Bellevue, Washington, a suburb of Seattle, on November 19, 2011.
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Elder Ronald A. Rasband, Senior President of the Seventy (left), and Elder Oaks respond to questions from local leaders


Build Spirituality

"Too many of our members have lost sight of the essentials of the gospel of Jesus Christ and have spiritual apathy," Elder Oaks told the leaders.  "You know this better than I." He quoted President Gordon B. Hinckley (1910–2008, 15th President of the Church), who said, "If I were a bishop or a stake president today, what would I do? I think that I would put my major efforts on building the spirituality of the people." Elder Oaks said, "That is another way of saying what I am trying to say."
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Before speaking at stake conference, Elder Oaks says hello to a member


Help People Serve

"I think involving someone in service is a way to help get them back into fellowship in the Church," Elder Oaks said. "Some people will come out and serve when they won't come out to hear a sermon. But finally, the retaining strength is to reconnect them to our Savior and to increase their faith."


Create Understanding

He told leaders that it is important to help those who partake of the sacrament and renew their covenants to understand the importance of what they are doing. That is particularly important, he said, for the rising generation. For example, he said, if the deacons who pass the sacrament can say of themselves, " 'I am officiating in an ordinance of the gospel so important the Lord has commanded that it be done again and again and again and again throughout the life of members,' … that, I think, is going to change a deacon's perception of what he is doing." He said the same thing needs to happen for teachers and priests in their respective roles.


Relate to Building Faith

He encouraged bishops to ensure sacrament meetings and other meetings, as well as all Church activities, will spiritually strengthen the members. "I just encourage you to think about anything you do in a programmatic way, or in decisions that you make, in your welfare capacity and so on—think about how all of this is going to relate to building faith in the Lord Jesus Christ," he said. He told leaders to stress to teachers that "giving a lesson is not enough—teaching a person is what we're aiming at. We focus on the effect on the individual.  And whatever the lesson, its ultimate objective is to build faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.


Only One Can Save

"The most important thing that I can [share with] you today," Elder Oaks said, "is a testimony of Jesus Christ." He quoted King Benjamin in the Book of Mormon, who said, "And moreover, I say unto you, that there shall be no other name given nor any other way nor means whereby salvation can come unto the children of men, only in and through the name of Christ, the Lord Omnipotent" (Mosiah 3:17).
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Local leaders from the Seattle, Washington, area introduce themselves during the priesthood leadership conference


Other Subjects Addressed

In addition to his counsel about building faith in Christ, Elder Oaks discussed a number of other subjects and he and Elder Ronald A. Rasband, Senior President of the Seventy, responded to leaders' questions. Elder Oaks said that priesthood leadership conferences are held to enable leaders to have more opportunities to meet directly with members of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, that such meetings always involve a number of stakes, and that following the meeting visiting authorities attend stake conference in the local unit that has gone the longest without a visit from an Apostle.



Handbook of Instructions

He spoke of the new handbook of instructions, saying one of the important changes was sharing the book with priesthood and auxiliary leaders, "so that everybody is on board." He gave examples of how the handbook allows leaders the flexibility to deal with local circumstances throughout the world and how it encourages fathers to participate in priesthood ordinances. He reminded bishoprics that the ward council is a discussing body, not a decision body. He said that often the right answer during ward council is for the bishop to say, "I'm going to discuss this with my counselors and we'll get back to you on that." He said bishoprics should not deal with confidential matters during ward council.


Work on the Wiring

Elder Oaks quoted President Boyd K. Packer, President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, as stating that with improved understanding of the role of the Seventy, the priesthood has now been "effectively wired" down to the level of the stake president, but we still need to work on the "wiring" to get fathers to use the priesthood in their homes.
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Elder Oaks greets a local leader and thanks him for his service


Answering Obscure Questions

He said that as the Church receives greater public attention than ever before, members should not feel obligated to try to explain obscure matters from remote history. "Their answer should be, 'We have a living prophet. Look at what our leaders are teaching us today.' " He also counseled Church members to turn unkind or misinformed comments into opportunities to focus on the real doctrine of the Church and on clearing up misperceptions.


Both Spiritual and Temporal

Elder Oaks counseled leaders and members to call upon the Lord, keeping in mind that there is nothing the Lord has not felt, and that His Atonement is not only to cleanse us from sin, but also to strengthen us to resist evil. He referred to Alma 7:11: "And he shall go forth, suffering pains and afflictions and temptations of every kind; and this that the word might be fulfilled which saith he will take upon him the pains and the sicknesses of his people."


Real Growth

Real growth in the Church is measured best by how many members are endowed and how many men are ordained to the Melchizedek Priesthood. We must also look realistically at how many people local units can absorb, and help those who join the Church not to revert to old addictive habits. "If people don't have problems in their life, they're usually not teachable," Elder Oaks said, "so we shouldn't expect people coming into the Church to be free of problems." He said we need to help them grow in the gospel, and we should have supportive networks to help them. He encouraged missionaries to stay in touch with those they teach, encouraging and supporting them in appropriate ways.


The Lord Supports His Servants

Elder Oaks also discussed how to obtain inspiration when deciding who should be called to a position in the Church. He said, "You're the servant of the Lord, and your action is the Lord's action. You study it out, and you [extend the call to] them, and then because you're the Lord's servant, they are [called] by the Lord, and they will get the witness [of the calling] because the Lord honors His servant."
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Elder Oaks explains that inspiration comes to leaders for both spiritual and temporal needs


An Apostolic Witness

After all of the teaching, discussion, and responses to questions during the priesthood leadership conference, what many remembered most was Elder Oaks's sincere testimony.

"As one of the witnesses of His name in all the world," he said, "I testify to you of Jesus Christ. It is His priesthood you hold, and it is His work that you do. It is of Him that you testify, and it is to Him that you seek to bring the members of your ward or your branch and your stake. He is the Only Begotten Son of God the Eternal Father. We know Him to be our Savior. We know Him to be the Creator of the world, under the plan of the Father. We know Him to be Jehovah of the Old Testament, the Lord God of Israel. We know Him to be our Savior from death and from sin if we will repent and come unto Him with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, the sacrifice we are asked to make, which we memorialize in partaking of the sacrament. I testify of Jesus Christ as His servant, and I testify that you are His servants and that we are involved in His work in this, His Church."
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Terms of Use



By using this site, you agree to the following conditions. If you disagree with any of the conditions, do not use this site. We reserve the right to change these conditions at any time, so please check for changes when you use the site. Your continued use of the site following the posting of changes to these conditions means that you accept those changes.



Licenses and Restrictions

This site is owned and operated by Corporation of the President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. All material found at this site (including visuals, text, icons, displays, databases, media, and general information), is owned or licensed by us. You may view, download, and print material from this site only for your personal, noncommercial use unless otherwise indicated. In addition, materials may be reproduced by media personnel for use in traditional public news forums unless otherwise indicated. You may not post material from this site on another web site or on a computer network without our permission. You may not transmit or distribute material from this site to other sites. You may not use this site or information found at this site (including the names and addresses of those who submitted information) for selling or promoting products or services, soliciting clients, or any other commercial purpose.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, we reserve sole discretion and right to deny, revoke, or limit use of this site, including reproduction. It is not our responsibility, however, to determine what "Fair Use" means for persons wishing to use materials from this site. That remains wholly a responsibility of the user. Further, we are not required to give additional source citations, nor to guarantee that the materials are cleared for alternate uses. Such ultimately remains the responsibility of the user. However, the Church maintains the right to prevent infringement of its materials and to interpret "Fair Use" as it understands the law.


Code of Conduct

You agree that you will not individually, or as part of any collective effort, submit or post information to this site that could be deemed harmful or offensive to other users, nor will you impersonate another user in order to hide your identity or implicate another in such actions. You agree to do nothing that might disrupt the flow of data to and from this site, impact the service or performance of this site, or circumvent any of the controls or usage rules that we have implemented. You understand that the result of harmful or offensive actions may include revocation of your right to use this site and legal action against you.


Linking

For your convenience, this site may contain links to web sites operated by others. These sites are not maintained or controlled by us, and we are not responsible for their content. Although we have made a good faith effort to link only to tasteful, appropriate sites, some may contain inappropriate or objectionable material. If you find such material while using this site, please notify us immediately. We believe that those who make information available on the Internet expect that it will be publicly and widely available. Therefore, we believe that linking to other sites is legally permissible and consistent with the expectations of those who use the Internet. However, if access to a particular site should be restricted, the site operator should promptly notify us.


Jurisdiction and Applicable Law

This agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Utah, United States of America, as applied to agreements entered into and to be performed entirely within the state, without giving effect to any principles of conflicts of law. Any action you bring to enforce this agreement or any matters related to this site shall be brought in either the state or federal courts located in Salt Lake County, Utah, and you hereby consent and submit to the personal jurisdiction of such courts for the purposes of litigating any such action. If any provision of this agreement is unlawful, void, or unenforceable in whole or in part, the remaining provisions shall not be affected, unless we determine that the invalid or unenforceable provision is an essential term to the agreement, in which case we may at our sole discretion amend the agreement.


Limitations of Liability

We are not liable for any special or consequential damages resulting from your use of, or your inability to use, the materials in this site or any linked site, including, but not limited to, lost profits, business interruption and loss of programs or other data on your information handling system. In no event shall our total liability to you for all damages, losses, and causes of action exceed the amount paid by you, if any, for accessing this site or any linked site.


Disclaimers

THE MATERIALS AT THIS SITE AND ANY LINKED SITE ARE PROVIDED "AS IS" AND WITHOUT WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMISSIBLE PURSUANT TO APPLICABLE LAW, WE DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF TITLE AND IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. WE DO NOT WARRANT THAT THE FUNCTIONS CONTAINED AT THIS SITE WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED OR ERROR FREE, THAT DEFECTS WILL BE CORRECTED, OR THAT THIS SITE OR THE SERVER THAT MAKES IT AVAILABLE ARE FREE OF VIRUSES OR OTHER HARMFUL COMPONENTS.


Trademarks

"The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints," "Liahona," "Book of Mormon," and "Mormon" are trademarks of Intellectual Reserve, Inc.


Questions and Copyright Requests

For further assistance or information regarding Church copyrighted materials, you may contact the Church's Intellectual Property Office at:

Phone: 801-240-3959 or 1-800-453-3860, ext. 2-3959

Fax: 801-240-1187

E-Mail: cor-intellectualproperty@ldschurch.org

To request use of Church copyrighted material, complete the Copyright Request Form and send it to:

Intellectual Property Office, Attention: Licensing, 50 East North Temple Street Rm 1888, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-3011

You can also fax or e-mail the form to the fax number or e-mail address listed above.

Note: The approximate time for receiving a reply for a non-commercial request is two to four weeks; commercial requests require approximately four to six weeks.

Effective Date: October 20, 2009
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Privacy Policy



The privacy of your personal information is important to The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and its affiliated legal entities (the “Church”, “we”, “us”, or
similar terms). This Privacy Policy is intended as a general statement regarding
collection and use of personal information for Church affiliated Web sites. We strive to
collect, use and disclose personal information consistent with the laws in the countries
in which we collect personal information. This Privacy Policy applies to this Web site
which is owned and operated by Corporation of the President of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Corporation of the Presiding Bishop of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, or FamilySearch International (as noted specifically on the
first page of the Web site).

In selected jurisdictions, the Church affiliated entities may adopt unique privacy policy
provisions to reflect the requirements of applicable local laws. When a separate
provision is deemed necessary, notice will be provided. 

Although you can visit most Church Web sites without providing any personal information,
the Church adheres to the following privacy principles on how we collect, use, disclose,
transfer, and store your information. 


Privacy Practices

Information Collection, Consent and Use. When you create an LDS Account,
register on a Church Web site, add profile information, or take other similar actions,
we may collect or obtain from you or your membership records (if applicable),
information including, but not limited to, your name, address, e-mail address, phone
number, contact or profile preferences, and Church unit information. We will use such
information to allow us to contact you, to fulfill your requests, to seek your voluntary
feedback on Web site features or content, and to help fulfill the mission of the Church.
We may also use your personal information for internal purposes, including auditing,
data analysis, and research. We will use your information for no other purposes unless
we specifically inform you otherwise and obtain your prior consent if legally required.
We will also make you aware of options to opt-out of or opt-in (as required by law) to
certain features. Moreover, we grant individuals the opportunity to object to certain
uses of their information. 

If you are a member of the Church, it is understood that membership information,
including contact details, are shared on a limited and restricted basis between Church
members for internal Church purposes, including over the Internet (with your prior
consent if required by law). With respect to the privacy of your personal information,
as a Church member you have given your implied or actual consent (as required by law)
for the Church to use your personal information for Church purposes. If personal
information is to be used for any other purpose, it will only be used with your prior
consent. 

Content Submissions. When you submit additional content through any
Church Web site, such as, but not limited to, sending messages, engaging in on-line
chats, replying to surveys, uploading photos, uploading video clips, making personal
on-line notes, writing in an on-line journal, or similar feature, your information will
be stored on our system. While we intend that certain submissions using features on
Church Web sites are to remain private (for example, personal on-line notes, journaling,
and so forth), we cannot guarantee the complete privacy of such submissions and may in
some instances choose, or be legally required, to disclose such information to third
parties as outlined in this policy. Some information you provide to the Church Web sites
will be submitted with your express agreement that the submission is to be shared
publicly. In such instances, others will have access to any personal information within
such submission. We recommend caution in selecting which information you choose to
include in such submissions to avoid causing harm or injury, or risk of harm or injury,
to yourself or others.

We are under no obligation to monitor such content, but reserve the right to do so in our
sole discretion and are authorized to block or remove content we deem inappropriate or
objectionable. We prohibit postings or submissions in any form and using any available
tool on any Church Web site, whether intended to be private to you or shared with the
public, that are obscene, lewd, lascivious, filthy, excessively violent, harassing,
defamatory, libelous, tortious, illegal, threatening, or otherwise inappropriate or
objectionable. As we do not review all content submitted through every feature on each
Church Web site, we are unable to take protective measures in the event you provide
content disclosing information about a person that is a victim of harm or abuse or is at
risk of becoming a victim of harm or abuse. 

Retention. We retain collected personal information for a reasonable
period of time to fulfill the collection purpose and then delete it from our records,
with the exception of limited historical data and membership information retained as
part of a permanent genealogical or Church historical record. 

Access. We endeavor to maintain personal information accurately and rely
on you to ensure your personal information is complete and accurate. You may verify,
correct, or remove your personal information through your Web site specific
registration, your profile, or through LDS Account, where applicable. For information
taken from your Church membership record, your personal information can only be updated
by making changes to your Church membership record. Such changes must be done by
contacting the clerk in your Church unit and requesting the change. If you experience
problems with modifying your personal information or other requests to update your
personal information, you can contact us by sending an email to DataPrivacyOfficer@ldschurch.org.



Disclosure of Personal Information 

We regard your personal information as confidential and do not sell it to anyone. We do
not share your personal information with other parties except in the following
exceptions (or in other instances where we specifically inform the individual and obtain
prior consent): 

Third Party Providers. We may provide personal information to third
parties for their use in performing internal functions on our behalf (payment
processing, maintenance, security, data analysis, hosting, and so forth). In such
instances, the providers will be contractually required to protect the personal
information from additional use or transfer in accordance with this privacy policy and
industry standards. 

Church Entities. We may transfer personal information to any Church
affiliated entity to meet Church purposes. For membership information transfers from the
European Union, we rely on standard clause agreements between Church entities in
compliance with European requirements. For online submissions of personal information,
we understand an individual's submission to be an affirmative act, indicating informed
consent to the processing as well as informed consent to allow the transborder data
transfer to the United States of America for the purposes for which it was provided. 

Legal Requirements. We may access and disclose your personal
information, posts, journaling, personal notes, content, or other submissions submitted
to any Church Web site if we have a good-faith belief that doing so is required by a
subpoena or other judicial or administrative order or otherwise required by law.
Additionally, we may disclose your personal information and other information where we,
in good faith, deem it appropriate or necessary to prevent a violation of our other
agreements; to take precautions against liability; to protect the rights, property, or
safety of the site, of any individual, or of the general public; to maintain and protect
the security and integrity of our services or infrastructure; to protect ourselves and
our services from fraudulent, abusive, or unlawful uses; to investigate and defend
ourselves against third-party claims or allegations; or to assist government enforcement
agencies. 


Protecting Information

We use technical and organizational measures to protect the personal information we
receive against the loss, misuse, and unauthorized alteration, and to protect its
confidentiality. We regularly review our security procedures in order to consider
appropriate new technology and methods. Please be aware that despite our best efforts,
no security measures are perfect or impenetrable. 



Third-Party Data 

Where local law permits, you may submit personal information of third parties, including
contact information, to allow the Church to make contact, make a delivery, or otherwise
meet your request. The information collected will be used solely to facilitate your
request. When providing personal information about anyone other than yourself, you must
obtain the other person's informed consent if legally required. 


Passive Data Collection—Tracking Technologies

A cookie is a small text file that is stored on a browser when a user visits a Web site.
A clear gif is a graphic file, rather than a text file, that is similar in function to a
cookie. We use these and similar tools in our effort to improve individual site
experiences. We do not link the information we store in cookies, clear gifs, or other
tracking technologies to any personally identifiable information. When an individual
requests pages from a Church site, our servers may also log the user's IP address in
order to improve site administration. This information is used to produce usage
statistics to help us better meet the needs of individual users and to determine
specific interests. We do not link the IP address to any personal information. 


Compliance and Questions Regarding the Privacy of Personal Information

We have a Church Data Privacy Officer to assist in ensuring compliance with this Privacy
Policy and data security issues. This officer helps educate employees concerning
compliance. Inquiries concerning this Privacy Policy or the security of personal
information processed by the Church may be sent via email or directly to the following: 

Email:

DataPrivacyOfficer@ldschurch.org.


Fax:

801-240-1187

Address: 

Data Privacy Office

50 E. North Temple St. Rm 1880

Salt Lake City, UT 84150 



Children's Privacy

We do not knowingly collect information from children under age 13 from most Church Web
sites. Any Church Web site where children's information is collected will only be done
with the prior express and informed consent of the child's parent or guardian in
compliance with applicable law. We strongly recommend that minors 13 years of age or
older ask their parents for permission before sending any information about themselves
to anyone over the Internet and we encourage parents to teach their children about safe
Internet use practices. 



Third-Party Links

We are not responsible for the privacy practices or content of any third-party sites. For
users own protection, users should review the policies of similar sites to ensure they
meet the users' personal expectations of privacy. 


Future Changes to Privacy Policy

We reserve the right, at our discretion, to change, modify, add, or remove portions of
the Privacy Policy at any time. When we make changes to the Privacy Policy, we will post
the changes on this page and update the revision date at the bottom of the Privacy
Policy. We encourage users to check the Privacy Policy to remain informed of any
changes. 


Effective Date

This version of the Privacy Policy became effective on September 1, 2010.
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